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ST. CROIX - - Residents who Hve
o the West End or anywhere on
island will have greater opportund-
ties to recetve aducation and train
ing in areas such as workforce
development and personal enrich-
ment now that the Universliy of the
Virgin Islands has expanded its
Community Engagement and Life-
long Leaming Center's presence in
Frederiksted.

The expansion of the center
comes at a Ume when additional
resouroes in the area of job training
and workdoroe development are vital
to sustain the island's economy

the ripple effects from
the closure of the Hovensa oll refin-

Historically Black Colleges or Unl-
versities (HBCU) grant from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUDY) in the amount
of 8541.000. UVICELL celebrated
the completion and rededication of

Thursday. The expansion of the cen-
ter, which was completed in August
and inchides more affice space, com-
puter [abs and tradning and testing
RITAs, Was made by anoth-
er HUD-HBCT grant in the amounit
of 8794220

"W are extremely excited about
the completion of this project as it
will open up 50 many more possl-
bifiities for the town of Frederthsted,”
UVICELL Director lene Gamer sakd
in a staterment. “As a result of the
expansion, we can better support
entrepreneurial activity. job services
and provide training in high
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demand and emerping occupations
to the historic town.”

LUVI applied for its first HUD grant
in 2003 in an effort (o establish a
comumunity-based leaming center in
Frederiksted as well as help revt-
talize the rundown bulldings in
town. The project brought a num-
ber of strategic partriers to the table
including a local benefactor who
deeded the property to Our Town
Frederiksted, as well as the Public
Finance Authority. the Virgin
Islards Department of Planning and
Natural Resources' Community
Development Block Grant and the
West Indian Company Limited.

After KEE Construction com-
pleted renovations to the two-story
tndlcing, the center opened in 2007
and housed offices for Our Town
Frederiksted in addition to provid-
ing classrooms for UVICELL. The
expansion of the center adeded 1,600
square feet of space that will not
only provide more access for the

physically challenged, bul also offer
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enhanced services to the entire com-
munity, Gamer sak] UVICELL want-
e its Frederiiosted Resource Center
to be located n an area where it
could really have an impact on the

cormumnity.

And some of the services the cen-
ter offers the community include
courses and programs in the areas
ef corporate training, professional
development. workforce develop-
ment, consulting and professional
services and personal encichment.
Therefore, residents can learm how
to improve thelr employabiiity and
Job performance by engaging in such
PIOrams as human resourre man-
agement, basic web design, real
eslate, essentials of business writing,
certified publie accountant review
course, hospitality and tourism, cus-
tomer service, workplace readiness
skills, computer training
orating, foral design, learming a for-
egn language and more.

UWVICELL also is partnering with

The University of
the Virgin slands
Comimunity
Engagement and
Lifelong Leaming
Ceanter held a
rededication cere-
many for its Frad-
eriksted Resource
Canter on Thurs-
day that included a
tour taken by com-
munity partnars
involved in the ren-
ovation project as
well as UVICELL
beard members
and staff.
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the Virgin lslands Small Business
Development Center and the Virgin
Islands Department of Labor to offer
even more services. Representatives
from both entities spokee during the

ceremaony

Gamer said UVICELL will net-
work with the SBDC so its clients
will have an oppartunity o recefve
enirepreneurial tratning from SBDC
in addition to the services offered by
UVICELL.

Karen Jones, director of the
SBIX service center on St Crobx,
said the SBDC actually will provide
services ai the cenler. She sald the
SBDC Is committed to working with
the clientele of UVICELL and pro-
viding outreach to the community.

"Our mission s to provide and
foster cconomic development
through entrepreneurship and cre-
ation of small business.” she said.

Gamer said UVICELL also wiil
be partnering with the DOL. She
said her stafl will be able to do par
Hal intake of 301 cients and offer
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e UVICELL expands Prt_dcnl\at d Resource
e Center to offer more services to community

them services to inchude skills
assessmenl lesting and job training

“We ame going to be serving as an
acress palnt for the Depariment of
Labor,” she sajd.

Arah Lockhart, UVICELL adviso-
v board member and V1 Depart
ment of Labor assistant cotmanids-
sloner for Employiment and Training,
sabd the DOL envisions the Fred
erfisted Resource Center as being a
pateway for one-stop access. She
sadd the 1.5, Deparment of Labaor,
through its Workdoroe Investmeni
program, has encouraged many
recipients of Workdorce Investment
funds, including the Vingin Islands
Department of Labor, to expand its
opportunities for services. She said
the Frederiksted Resourre Center
will serve as a DOL access palnt so
residents can aceess Information
about job opportunities and work
force training, as well as leam more
about other DOL programs.

“This brings us in algrement with
the national initiative to provide
career preparation services,” Lock
hart sald, adding the DOL will open
access points at two housing com-
munities on 51 Crofx (Auren Diaz
Hedghts and Marley Homes) and two
o St Thormeas ([Bovend and Oswald
Harris Court) in January 2013,

Garner offered welcoming
remarks during the ceremony, rec-
ognizng the community partners
imvolved in the renevation project as
well as UVICELL board members
and stall. Other speakers included
Mervida Washington, UV director of
operations on St Crobx: Alphonso
Franklin, president of Our Town
Frederiksted: Adel Soto, executive
director of the Workiorce Invesi-
ment Board: Senate President
Ronald Russel]; and Sen. Sammuel
Saines



